
Farnaz Fassihi 09:15 PM  

Hi, this is Farnaz Fassihi from the New York Times. My question: How do you asses Trump’s 

unconventional policies in the Mideast from exiting Iran’s nuclear deal to moving the embassy 

to Jerusalem. And do you think they have lasting impact beyond this administration? 

Oz Sultan 09:12 PM  

Hi this is Oz Sultan, District Leader for the 70th Assembly in NYC. Many of my Muslim 

constituents are concerned about the ongoing Genocide of Uyghurs and the exportation of 

slave labor. How do you see that factoring into trade policy negotiations and the efforts to 

prevent another Holocaust? 

Esta pregunta se respondió en vivo 

Obi Emekekwue 09:18 PM  

Africa has largely been absent in the U.S. foreign policy in the past four years. What should the 

new administration do to engage more with Africa, especially given the increasing influence of 

China across the continent. 

Esta pregunta se respondió en vivo 

Alex Renner 09:22 PM  

Alex Renner (Washington, DC) with The Asia Group. My question is: In the event of a Biden 

win, what could the Trump Administration do during the lame duck period to set the tone for 

the Biden Administration’s foreign policy? What potential actions would you find most 

concerning in that intervening period prior to the inauguration? 

williamsone@sullcrom.com 09:27 PM  

Edwin Williamson here (retired Sullivan & Cromwell, State Department Legal Adviser under 

Bush 41).  When I compare Obama/Biden and Trump foreign policy records, I find Trump's 

much more successful (Middle East, JCPOA, Syria, Libya, North Korea, China, Iraq, Afghanistan, 

Russia, etc.).  Whether or not you disagree, to what extent does Biden get credit/bear blame 

for O-B foreign policy?  Or how much should one consider Bob Gates' observation that Biden 

has never been right on a major foreign policy issue? 

Joel T Hicks 09:22 PM  

If there is any possibility to return to U.S.-led, multinational institutions to address global 

challenges in the future, what evidence might suggest that is still possible? 

Tom G 09:17 PM  

If the US cares about human rights and affecting a positive change in geopolitics, why have 

both parties continued financial and political support for Saudi Arabia? Does this relationship 

really make the world safer or more stable? 

Dominic Brunaccioni 09:27 PM  

Seeing rises of nation-states vying for regional power, Turkey is seeing itself increase its 

operations to become a bigger figure in the Middle East and a growing opponent towards 

Europe & Russia. When will its NATO membership be less seen as a casual threat to a 

legitimate concern to U.S. and NATO national secruity? 



Stephanie Stapleton 09:20 PM  

Stephanie Stapleton, PhD Student of International Conflict Management at Kennesaw State 

University.  

Dr. Haas, mentioned the impending failure of New START, my research focuses on the failure 

of numerous arms control agreements under the current administration; what challenges will 

this pose to the United States during the next administration? What are the best ways to 

rebuild global arms control constraints in such a volatile environment of unsure American 

leadership? 

Bhuwan Paudel 09:06 PM  

I have question to Richard N Hass 

And my name is Bhuwan Paudel, 

I am from Nepal. My question is as follow: 

Dear sir, 

What is your comment on how you summarize American role played incumbent President and 

his state secretary last four years? Is it backlash of great power failure or simply avoiding 

leading role and responsibility. As my understanding as a practitioner of IR and Diplomacy, 

American has tremendous contributions for global norm settings and establishment of 

multilateral institutions 

Dylan Basescu 09:15 PM  

Election security clearly includes the inaguration of the person who wins the election. What it 

means to "win" the election may become controversial in the coming weeks and months. In 

the event that the winner of the election is meaningfully contested or unclear, what steps 

should US military, foreign service, and executive agency officials take to ensure a clear and 

legitimate chain of command on and after January 21, 2021? 

Maryum Saifee 09:28 PM  

There have been hearings, discussions – internal and external – on efforts to address racial 

disparities in our national security institutions.  What are some tangible ways we can build a 

foreign service that actually looks like America? 

Bhuwan Paudel 09:08 PM  

Cntd 

Now those institutions are fragile or weak due to lack of backing of USA. So what is your 

suggestion for next presidency foreign policy priorities? 

Christopher Isham 09:34 PM  

What do you think would be the fundamental policy differences between a 2nd Trump 

administration and a Biden adinistration on 1) China 2) Russia and 3) Iran? 

Rob Bloom 09:19 PM  



Hi my name is Robert Bloom, I am a medical student at Thomas Jefferson University in 

Philadelphia. What do you see as the future for global medical engagement by the US with 

organizations such as the WHO and with other countries to prevent future global health 

challenges? How would this answer be different 9 months ago? 

Cody Allen 09:25 PM  

What role has the current administration played in assisting the rise of populism in nascent 

democracies in Asia and Eastern Europe?  How can the next administration stop the spread of 

illiberalism abroad? 

Taylor Poole 09:30 PM  

Hi, I'm a master's student in International Affairs at Georiga Tech. How can you make any 

substantive, policy changes that are truly in the public interest when it's so easy to delegitimize 

the truth and play the fake news game? 

Frank Young 09:31 PM  

Frank Young, retired US Agency for International Development official, living in Florida. How do 

you think a protracted, disputed election result in the US will affect our ability to re-engage 

with our traditional partners, and regain a leadership position on multilateral challenges, no 

matter who wins? 

seymour burchman 09:37 PM  

Can we be viewed as a reliable long-term partner in the global community with values that 

change wildly from one administration to another, especially if we continue to govern by 

executive orders vs. legislation (Re: treaties)? 

James Callan 09:21 PM  

Hello, former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said, and I paraphrase, that Joe Biden has 

been wrong on virtually every major defense and foreign policy issue over the last few 

decades. How do you respond to that statement? 

Obi Emekekwue 09:22 PM  

This is Obi Emekekwue, a Nigerian currently in New York. My question is for Mr. Reuben E. 

Brigety II and Mr. Haas. Obi Emekekwue: 

Africa has largely been absent in the U.S. foreign policy in the past four years. What should the 

new administration do to engage more with Africa, especially given the increasing influence of 

China across the continent. 

(Repeating my question) 

Robin H 09:23 PM  

Hi, my name is Robin. How much weight do the denunciations of white supremacy have if the 

people who make those denounciations ultimately support and vote for the politician who 

does support/won't denounce? 

seymour burchman 09:28 PM  

Can a global carbon tax or cap and trade arrangement be effective? 



Luna Falk 09:39 PM  

Hello,  

My name is Luna, I am originally from the state of Arizona, but I’m studying for my masters at 

the University of Oxford. Dr. Haass:  

You stated that you don’t believe another Paris accords will be able to produce the immense 

change needed to combat climate change. However, China is one of the leading global 

pollutors, and the US, is tied to China via our tumultuous trade agreement. Without multi-

laterial trade and climate agreements how should the US approach this toxic trade and climate 

relationship? 

Steve Wallace 09:39 PM  

China regards Taiwan as a renegade province.  We have a defense treaty with Taiwan.  Is 

Taiwan so central to US national security such that we’d honor the defense treaty should China 

“invade” Taiwan?  Can we indeed prosecute a prolonged war in what is essentially China’s 

backyard? 

Tom G 09:21 PM  

Given the disastrous record of the CIA, (coups in Iran/Guatemala in 1950s, supporting 

Mujhadeen in the 1980s, torture blacksites, lies about WMDs etc.) why should the US citizens 

have any trust in their assesments? 

Oksana Manchulenko 09:37 PM  

Hello, Dr. Oksana Manchulenko, Fulbright Scholar at Georgetown, Open Ukraine Foundation. 

My question is pretty obvious Foreign Policy towards Ukraine. Where to start, continue what 

we have right now or to make a complete reboot? Especially what to expect if Vice-President 

Joe Biden is elected. What measures can be taken in case of a possible hot phase of the war? 

And what stronger instruments/sanctons can be adopted to stop Russia from constantly 

aggravating the situation not only in Ukraine. Tyank you! 

Priya Sircar 09:13 PM  

FYI, the polling function isn’t allowing me to submit my answer. 

Mibin Mammen 09:15 PM  

In the current Presidency we have seen an increased agression with other countries such as 

Iran and also China which could have been avoided? What are the challenges that the 

incoming president will have to face to tackle this situation? 

Obi Emekekwue 09:16 PM  

this is Obi Emekekwue, a Nigerian currently in New York. My question is for Mr. Reuben E. 

Brigety II,  and Mr. Haas. 

Mibin Mammen 09:23 PM  

I am Mibin and I am student of Masters in International Relations from University of 

Wollongong Dubai. I have a question for Reuban E Brigety Sir: The question is eventhough in 

your statements you mentioned that both the candidates have criticized the White 

Supremacist groups in the First Presidential Debate? But why is there no measures to re-write 



the history of the USA to teach the children to understand the real meaning of slavery and how 

it was a dark period in the US History? 

Owen Newcomer 09:26 PM  

Has the US used media to try and influence foreign country's elections?  Should the US use 

media to try to influence foreign governments, similar to how Russia has tried to influence our 

country?  Owen Newcomer, retired, California 

Adriana Becerra Cid 09:26 PM  

What do you think needs to happen for either of the parties to start considering the financial 

and economical impacts of climate change, and set ambitious goals to mitigate and stop 

climate change? 

Ifay Chang 09:29 PM  

This is Ifay Chang my question to the panelists is: The U.S. is obviously losing global influence, 

more obviously in the U.N., what do the paneelists think what are the basic reasons for what 

has happened? What reasons are due to our own doing? what are due to external reasons? 

Peter Ansour 09:31 PM  

If you go online or buy a technology product, you are confronted with one giant company after 

another, mostly Google, Amazon, Facebook, eBay, Apple. We also see these companies get 

chummy with adversarial nations like china, by doing things such as agreeing to their 

censorship requests. Will these massive companies (which are almost monopolies) pose a 

potential foreign policy risk? 

Yerusalem Hawa 09:36 PM  

Greetings of peace, my name is Yerusalem. I’m a writer from the DC-area. If Biden wins the 

election, will he lift Trump’s travel ban? What impact would that have? Is there wisdom in the 

travel ban? 

Petreanna Aching 09:36 PM  

Good day. Petreanna Aching from Trinidad and Tobago. My question is: What are the real 

discernible differences between the Democratic and Republican parties as related to foreign 

policy, specifically on the issue of the militant policies that the USA is known for (invading and 

occupying sovereign states). Are there any? 

James Green 09:38 PM  

James N. Green, Professor of Brazilian History and Culture at Brown University. A question 

about Latin America. 

The current administration has been very close to President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil. Should 

V.P. Biden win the elections, what should the new administration’s policies and attitudes to 

Bolsonaro’s government be? 

David Shiferaw 09:39 PM  

Two Questions ---->>>>>Q1. How would the Trump and Biden presidency prioritize these in the 

Middle East: Iran; Israel/Palestine Dispute; Human Rights/Democracy       ... Q2. Do you expect 



the pre-eminence of Treasury Department in international relations to continue vis-a-vis State 

Department under either Trump and/or Biden? 

Ben Wheatley 09:40 PM  

Should the US have a special policy toward Small Island Developing States in the Caribbean 

whose small, open, tourism-based economies have ground to a halt due to COVID-19 and 

whose communities are highly vulnerable to the negative effects of climate change such as 

stronger hurricanes and sea-level rise. 

mkeating@afsusa.org 09:40 PM  

Many attribute the rise of right wing populism in Europe to the U.S. 2016 election. How do you 

see the 2020 election (and results) impacting the geopolitical field of europe? (Madeline 

Keating - NYU student...third times the charm!) 

Frank Finelli 09:41 PM  

For Richard, how does your climate change approach; e.g. environmental standards on coal 

usage as a precedent for trade, impact China, which economicaly controls to varying degrees 

over 100 nations through Belt & Road? 

Matthew Hoyt 09:41 PM  

What role do you see small governments, such as State, County, and Municipal governments in 

the United States, playing in the future of international diplomacy. 

Nimesh Babu Oli 09:42 PM  

Myself, Nimesh Babu Oli, Member of Nepal Council of World Affairs. 

My Question to concerned speaker on Human Rights. 

How will the Biden Administration or the incumbent Trump administration deal with grave 

Human Rights violations committed by dictatorial regimes like Iran, Saudi Arabia, China, etc 

that are our allies and foe to maintain sanity? 

Matthew Hoyt 09:43 PM  

Matthew Hoyt- City Council Member District 4, City of New Braunfels, TX.  

 

What role do you see small governments, such as State, County, and Municipal governments in 

the United States, playing in the future of international diplomacy. 

Ishrat 09:43 PM  

Hi, this is Ishrat from Columbus, Ohio. I am aware that the aftermath of the election results 

may increase violence in the United States. As citizens, what can we do now to ensure a that a 

peaceful transition takes place after the election? 

Hasan Masood 09:45 PM  

Hasan Masood, Transfix Inc, New York, NY 



Can we discuss Covid 19 & the race for the vaccine in the context of great power politics?  (Sub 

question: the Chinese leader Xi recently reaffirmed the commitment to keep the Covid vaccine 

as a global public good in his United Nations address - what should be the American 

response?) 

Anna Burke 09:45 PM  

Anna Burke, incoming associate at Skadden NY. What is the best way to counter/address 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative? How, going forward, do we make ourselves the country that 

others turn to for support financially when as far as state action goes it might not be popular in 

our domestic politics and we have less control over private financial institutions. Further, what 

can we do for countries that are, or soon will be, struggling with the debt they owe to China? 

Valerie Courtney 09:45 PM  

Valerie Courtney, Northeastern University. Given how much higher education is impacted by 

foreign policy and international relations, what do you see as the role higher ed institutions 

can play in the future? 

Kahlil Byrd (KB) 09:46 PM  

Kahlil Byrd, CFR Member, New York, Invest America.  If there is a Biden administration - what 

Trump foriegn policies will you recommend that he, VP Harris, and the next NSA affirm, 

maintain, or even expand? 

Jonathan Burkham 09:46 PM  

Is it feasible that the UN, or some other multilateral body, authorize an invasion/rescue 

mission in China in support of the Uyghur population?  Can you game out the potential 

consequences of that action? 

Dr. Pamela Ravare-Jones 09:47 PM  

My question: is what can we expect to see in terms of changes in policies regarding visas and 

American travel/access to other countries? 

Ryan Mackler 09:48 PM  

Ryan Mackler - Undergraduate Student (Senior) at the George Washington University (hi Dean 

B) from Florida. How much of America's inability to get domestic conset to act on major 

challenges, either multilaterally or unilaterally, comes from reductionism in the way our 

leaders explain the issues of the world to the American pepole? If you agree this is an issue, is 

there a way out of it? 

HardikM  

is CFR still optimist about China becoming democratic? is that even viable hope to keep alive? 

AND to Richard Haas: Thank You, what domestic issue keeps you awake, inequality(all types of) 

or possibility of AI displacing many more jobs before it starts providing one. 

Daria Haman  

I am Daria Haman. I am a student at a Ukrainian university. I study international relations and 

my question is the following. 



what will be the US policy towards Ukraine, what are the prospects for cooperation and how 

will everything change in connection with the global scandal of Ukraine and Biden? thanks 

Bhuwan Paudel 09:31 PM  

This question to Madam Gemi 

Is globalization decay or need to reignite with different way to make beneficial to all. As 

globalization has benefitted few Multinational companies and few internet companies, we 

need to bring all on board with leaving no one behind. In particular from global pandemic to 

prosperity to all, new form of strong and committed global order is badly necessary. How US 

should lead ahead? 

Gary Goss 09:32 PM  

Does China’s favorability in the United States really matter anymore? As we continue to lose 

credibility in the international community, isn’t China just replacing the vacuum we’re leaving? 

Mohammed Rizwan 09:32 PM  

This is Mohammed Rizwan, Fellow The Pragmora Institute Toronto. Dr Haas Do you share my 

optimism that our concerns about a violent and chaotic post-election period might not be 

realized in the end. Are you also confident about the ability of the administrative machinery 

and leadership to oversee a peaceful election and post-election period. Thanks 

Madhavi Bokil 09:33 PM  

Will the Indo-Pacific strategy and the support for "the Quad" change under a Biden 

administration. 

Mohammed Rizwan 09:36 PM  

For Dr Haas - do you think China is ready and willing to go all the way toe-to-toe with the US 

and West in power competition if it goes full throttle. Thanks 

jkpicinich@aol.com 09:36 PM  

Should Trump lose the election, he will be facing a debt of nearly a half a billion dollars .  What 

concern do any of you have that Trump may SELL important security information to countries 

that we do not want to have that information 

Fen Hampson 09:36 PM  

What should a new president do to resuscitate the vision of North America that emerged after 

the first NAFTA Agreement? George Shultz has repeatedly said a strong, integrated North 

America is the best bulwark against China. 

Sumit Kundu 09:36 PM  

Has the time come to increase the number of permanent members in United Nation Security 

Council? We are living in a world order set up in 1945 and what do we do to change that is 

long overdue. 

Dr Laeed Zaghlami 09:38 PM  

I want to see the poll results? Thank you 



mkeating@afsusa.org 09:38 PM  

Madeline Keating - NYU Student 

jdacruz 09:38 PM  

What should be the US foreign policy toward Latin America be in the new upcoming 

administration? Also, what should the US do in terms of Venezuela's future? Thank you. V/r 

mkeating@afsusa.org 09:38 PM  

Madeline Keating - NYU Student 

Ankita Kakkar 09:39 PM  

If the future is narrower multi-lateral agreements between like-minded countried instead of 

UNGA/Paris Agreement, what does it mean for the US? Will it lead to dilution of US' role in the 

international world order? 

jdacruz 09:40 PM  

Thank you, Reuben, for the comment regarding Africa in US foreign policy. 

Sumit Kundu 09:40 PM  

Professor Sumit Kundu - Associate Dean for International, Florida International University, 

College of Business - My question to the Panel is what is your thinking on increasing the 

number of Permanent Members in U.N. Security Council. The current model is old and created 

in 1945. It creates more global instability in the new world order. 

Michael Feldman Transitions Intl he/his 09:41 PM  

In the context of the response to COVID19, can panelists address Microbic Antibiotic 

Resistance- which could create pandemics of previously contained infectious diseases?  How 

does the next administration get ahead of these types of over the horizon risks? 

Ifay Chang 09:42 PM  

Ifay: Q to Jami, following your comment on China recalibrating her FP, should we be more 

truthful (regarding our rhetoric,  deeds, claims) on issues such as Climate change, Human 

Rights and the COVID we are dealing with China? We have been accused to be hypocritical. 

khosro e. mehrfar 09:43 PM  

Instead of "Global Village", seems like we all are becoming "Islands of Isolation", in terms of 

closeness, global assistance & cooperation. Motivations, Incentives can be driving forces for 

this global cooperation. What incentives are there for 1. China to cooperate with us and 2. for 

them & other polluting nations to get their acts together & implement & Execute policies to 

reduce greenhouse effects & global warming. 

seymour burchman 09:43 PM  

Seymour Burchman, Semler Brossy Consulting Group,  Maryland 

Hector Luis 09:44 PM  



This is Héctor Luis Acevedo Inter Amercan University of Puerto Rico. What is your evaluation of 

the current policy regarding Venezuela and what alternatives you see in the future to promote 

a democratic transition? 

Ishrat 09:45 PM  

Hi, this is Ishrat from Columbus, Ohio. I am aware that the aftermath of the election results 

may increase violence in the United States. As citizens, what can we do now to ensure a that a 

peaceful transition takes place after the election? 

Anandshanker N Tawker 09:45 PM  

To Reuben's point earlier, America's leadership esp since WWII was predicated on our 

"morals/values" and example leadership. The last four years has given the lie to it, and the 

systematic desecration of the norms, mores and tacit decency that came to be associated with 

us has made it seem like we were just sanctimonius purveyors - how much damage has this 

done and how long will it take to recover, or am I just overemphasising this  and realpolitik 

overwhelmingly drives foreign relations, and this can be easier overcome than not ? 

Brionne Dawson 09:45 PM  

Despite the negative rhetoric, one aspect of modernizing U.S. foreign policy towards Africa is 

the Trump Administration's Prosper Africa policy and the authorization of the Development 

Finance Corporation, which will have principal impact on the African continent through new 

authorities. Can your panelists please comment on whether leveraging these new tools and 

institutions should continue into a Biden Administriation? 

Dr. Pamela Ravare-Jones 09:46 PM  

Hi my name is Dr. Pamela Ravare-Jones I serve as the Assistant Chief Administrative Officer for 

the Mayor-President City of Baton Rouge. My question is for Dr. Brigety: Google searches on 

how to move to Canada increased within the first hour of the debate and continued the next 

morning (Wednesday) between 4:00 a.m. -7:30 a.m. In addition, Ghana has invited African 

Americans to re-settle in  the country while protests are ongoing. 

Anjali Sahay 09:46 PM  

Hello my name is Anjali Sahay, Associate Professor of International Relations at Gannon, Erie, 

PA. 

my question is related to immigration policies post COVID and post elections. 

many specialty workers are returning home due to recent executive orders.  will we see an 

American Brain Drain? 

Aomar Benslimane 09:47 PM  

Aomar Benslimane from NY/NJ area and currently in Algeria. Consultant Engineer. To Panel: 

Can we get an updated realistic assessment to this current administration withdrawal from the 

Paris Climate Agreement that NGOs and Mike C'40 initiartives and others  kept alive. 

Dr Laeed Zaghlami 09:47 PM  

Will Africom HQ  move to Africa after the visit of officials from Pentagon and today secretary of 

defense to Maghrib state and Algeria today 



Daria Haman  

How the future elections in USA can influence on the political situation in UA? What 

consequences can it provide? 

HardikM  

To Panel: What framework do you use or suggest to decision makers to help analyse  

deteriorating trust in local and international institutions, future challenges and helping 

creating policy framework to address them. 

Tina Zappile 10:05 PM  

What do you think will be the lasting impact of Trump’s handling of the Covid-19 pandemic? 

For example, will the loss of “passport privelege” become semi-permanent? Will the scientific 

community, including but not limited to the CDC, lose legitimacy or access to transnational 

networks? Is it too late to repair the damage in trust by other states? (Tina Zappile, Stockton 

University) 

Hani Findakly 10:05 PM  

What message is the US sending the world in 2020, in the age of the Internet and virtual 

media, that we stil believe that voting in by mail (a 17th century procedure) is fraught with 

danger and manipulation? Hani Findakly 

Gerrod Strickland 10:08 PM  

There has been rumors that Trump will be arrested for a number of crimes...do you think that 

if he is to be re-elected that will push back his arrest for the crimes he’s committed? And if so 

he is to be arrested do you think he will serve his time? 

khosro e. mehrfar 10:10 PM  

Thank you so much for this great CFR web meeting. Have a quick Q & perhaps more 

fundamental. In spite of many efforts by CFR & other organizatons, seems like Instead of 

"Global Village",  which we now have due to advancement in telecom-technology, in terms of 

closeness, global assistance & genuine cooperation between nations, I am sorry to say that we 

may be becoming "Islands of Isolation" & the gap growing, specially with explosion of 

uncontrolled population growth  in 3rd & 4th world countires.  Motivations, Incentives can be 

driving forces for this global cooperation. What incentives are there for 1. China to cooperate 

with us and 2. for them & other polluting nations to get their acts together & implement & 

more importantly to Implement & Execute policies to reduce greenhouse effects & global 

warming. Please accept my apologies for being candid, direct and blunt. 

Reginaldo Braga 10:12 PM  

Reginaldo Braga teaching Religion and Education in a HBCU institution in GA on issues of social 

justice. The connection of Foreign Policy and Domestic Policies, particularly justice and 

democracy, raises the question of the long history of Foreign Policy to Latin America. To the 

point, from the Contras, to recent practices of constitutional ruptures, undoing popular votes 

and favoring special interests in the US (e.g. Argentina, Colombia, Brazil), we can verify an 

increased assault on the constitutional contracts in the region - to Hess’s point of weak 

governments in LA, I would pose the systematic weaking of them (or even regime change 

itself). Is it not time to bring the special interests from our end, to the accountability of our 



domestic debate? Can a debate of our foreign policy be sustained without checks and balances 

being imposed on domestic special interest groups that keep determining our national foreign 

policy? 

David Shiferaw 10:12 PM  

Would you consider it advisable for a Biden presidency - if elected - to move US policy on the 

Middle East closer to that of Germany and the EU particularly as it relates to - Iran, Israel-

Palestine, and Human Rights/Democracy? 

Corina Gonzalez 10:14 PM  

Hello my name is Corina Gonzalez. I am an International Relations student at American Military 

University. My question is if China, Russia and Cuba get a seat in the human rights council. 

How will this affect US national security? 

Homi Gandhi 10:14 PM  

Hi, this is Homi Gandhi, Immediate Past President of FEZANA. 

There is fear and suspicion in the minds of Emerging and third world countries that US talks 

about building democracy & governance but acts in supporting dictators and kingdom heads. 

The main catalyst for US Foreign policy is “OIL”, and that is evident from help in overthrowing 

democratically elected Mosaddeq govt. of Iran to the political support of Kings & dictators. 

How should the incoming president respond to this fear & suspicion? 

Norman Roule 10:16 PM  

It is clear that the United States must demonstrate our values if we expect to lead the global 

community and offer alternatives to China and Russia.  The Middle East contains multiple 

broken states, clear Iranian aggression against multiple small states and actions that have 

exacerbated regional conflicts and risk a regional missile race, the unsolved Palestinian issue, 

an opportunity to expand women’s rights regionally, the need to gain regional support to 

combat extremism, and so on.  It seems that whenever the region is discussed, we no longer 

focus on the region’s potential, but rather only its complicated past and present. What will it 

say about our values and commitments to the world if we turn our back on these problems? 

 

Michele Manatt 09:52 PM  

Pres. Trump’s s*thole country comment took direct aim at the Caribbean as well.   Michele 

Manatt 

Libby Gozansky 09:56 PM  

What do you think needs to be done to reinforce/strengthen the former Soviet bloc countries, 

such as the Republic of Georgia, who were staunch American allies but who we seem to have 

abandoned? 

Healy- Hochberg 09:58 PM  

Are democracies and especially our democracy simply less reliable when it comes to foreign 

affairs?  Elections have consequences. 

Andrew Siwo 09:58 PM  



For Reuben and others.... I'm Andy from Harlem, New York. What are metrics that we should 

be considering in determining America's ability to lead and are there situations where we 

could be more effective in not leading. It appears that there is no longer a clear "parent" in the 

international stage. Will the foreign talent typically found in STEM programs in colleges and 

university change drastically and if so will that talent go elswhwher if shunned in America? 

Bessie Skoures 10:01 PM  

Hello, Bessie Skoures here, COO of Ruth's List Florida and former CFR staff (Hi Juju, Rubin & 

Richard).   

Please comment on how the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean and what U.S. strategy 

should be? Is there the potential for conflict in the broader region, including the Middle East? 

Anandshanker N Tawker 10:05 PM  

Given the recent India - China conflict in Galwan, and China's increasing, manifest belligerence 

in the region, South China Sea etal, how does the panel think about opportunities for the US to 

reconfigure, rearchitect it's alliances in that part of the world for leadership and influence ? 

Tina Zappile 10:05 PM  

What do you think will be the lasting impact of Trump’s handling of the Covid-19 pandemic? 

For example, will the loss of “passport privelege” become semi-permanent? Will the scientific 

community, including but not limited to the CDC, lose legitimacy or access to transnational 

networks? Is it too late to repair the damage in trust by other states? (Tina Zappile, Stockton 

University) 

Hani Findakly 10:05 PM  

What message is the US sending the world in 2020, in the age of the Internet and virtual 

media, that we stil believe that voting in by mail (a 17th century procedure) is fraught with 

danger and manipulation? Hani Findakly 

Gerrod Strickland 10:08 PM  

There has been rumors that Trump will be arrested for a number of crimes...do you think that 

if he is to be re-elected that will push back his arrest for the crimes he’s committed? And if so 

he is to be arrested do you think he will serve his time? 

khosro e. mehrfar 10:10 PM  

Thank you so much for this great CFR web meeting. Have a quick Q & perhaps more 

fundamental. In spite of many efforts by CFR & other organizatons, seems like Instead of 

"Global Village",  which we now have due to advancement in telecom-technology, in terms of 

closeness, global assistance & genuine cooperation between nations, I am sorry to say that we 

may be becoming "Islands of Isolation" & the gap growing, specially with explosion of 

uncontrolled population growth  in 3rd & 4th world countires.  Motivations, Incentives can be 

driving forces for this global cooperation. What incentives are there for 1. China to cooperate 

with us and 2. for them & other polluting nations to get their acts together & implement & 

more importantly to Implement & Execute policies to reduce greenhouse effects & global 

warming. Please accept my apologies for being candid, direct and blunt. 

Reginaldo Braga 10:12 PM  



Reginaldo Braga teaching Religion and Education in a HBCU institution in GA on issues of social 

justice. The connection of Foreign Policy and Domestic Policies, particularly justice and 

democracy, raises the question of the long history of Foreign Policy to Latin America. To the 

point, from the Contras, to recent practices of constitutional ruptures, undoing popular votes 

and favoring special interests in the US (e.g. Argentina, Colombia, Brazil), we can verify an 

increased assault on the constitutional contracts in the region - to Hess’s point of weak 

governments in LA, I would pose the systematic weaking of them (or even regime change 

itself). Is it not time to bring the special interests from our end, to the accountability of our 

domestic debate? Can a debate of our foreign policy be sustained without checks and balances 

being imposed on domestic special interest groups that keep determining our national foreign 

policy? 

David Shiferaw 10:12 PM  

Would you consider it advisable for a Biden presidency - if elected - to move US policy on the 

Middle East closer to that of Germany and the EU particularly as it relates to - Iran, Israel-

Palestine, and Human Rights/Democracy? 

Corina Gonzalez 10:14 PM  

Hello my name is Corina Gonzalez. I am an International Relations student at American Military 

University. My question is if China, Russia and Cuba get a seat in the human rights council. 

How will this affect US national security? 

Homi Gandhi 10:14 PM  

Hi, this is Homi Gandhi, Immediate Past President of FEZANA. 

There is fear and suspicion in the minds of Emerging and third world countries that US talks 

about building democracy & governance but acts in supporting dictators and kingdom heads. 

The main catalyst for US Foreign policy is “OIL”, and that is evident from help in overthrowing 

democratically elected Mosaddeq govt. of Iran to the political support of Kings & dictators. 

How should the incoming president respond to this fear & suspicion? 

Aaron Prebenda 10:18 PM  

To what extent does the United States need to be concerned about China's growing might in 

emerging technologies and is the Trump Administration's concerns about Huawei more about 

national security or about competition in terms of development of new technologies? 

Harsh Bhasin 10:19 PM  

Is the Thucydides Trap outcome inevitable vis a vis China if Trump is re-elected 

Sumit Kundu 10:19 PM  

Professor Sumit Kundu - Associate Dean - The Cold War is over but the Clash of Civilization 

continues - West versus East - Christian World versus Muslim World. Your thoughts. 

Tres English 10:21 PM  

Is foreign interference in domestic politics, likely to continue to interfere in our capacity to 

respond to international problems. 

Mufti N. Ahmed 10:21 PM  



Hi this is Mufti N Ahmed, Policy Director for 2020 Presidential candidate Brock Pierce. My 

question: In terms of Great Power conflict, and given the economic and financial challenges 

that both developed and emerging countries face during this global pandemic, what 

approaches should the next administration take to thwart a currency war that would have a 

potential domino effect on Trade, International Institutions, and broadly speaking the 

international liberal order ? 

Michele Manatt 10:23 PM  

Let me be the 130th Question here - please direct your friends and colleagues to 

www.votefromabroad.org if they are living outside the US. There is still time to request your 

ballot. Thank you    Michele Manatt 

Trenton R. Ferro 10:27 PM  

You need to enable "Submit." 

Melanie Angulo 10:27 PM  

Hello, can I receive the meeting recording? please 

Dr Laeed Zaghlami 10:28 PM  

Thank you from Algiers 

Dr Laeed Zaghlami 

Priya Sircar 10:28 PM  

Hi--Thanks for this exceptional panel. Will a recording be available for future viewing? 

Randy 10:28 PM  

who else agrees with me that Juju is both beautiful and bright? 

jdacruz 10:29 PM  

Awesome program!!! 

Robert Niemeyer 01:26 AM  

thank you guys 

HardikM  

To Panel: What framework do you use or suggest to decision makers to help analyse  

deteriorating trust in local and international institutions, future challenges and helping 

creating policy framework to address them. 


