Russia, Ukraine: Ukraine Conducts Offensive on Kharkiv Front
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What Happened: Ukrainian forces opened a new front in their counterattack against Russia with a breakthrough south of Kharkiv, which has evolved into the fastest advance reported by either side — and one of the biggest shifts in the war's momentum — since the opening weeks of the invasion, Reuters reported Sept. 9. Ukraine likely intends its latest attack to encircle or force the withdrawal of a large group of Russian forces from the area near Izyum, from which Russian forces had threatened the flanks of Ukrainian forces in the Donbas region.
Why It Matters: Ukraine's counterattack likely will neuter significantly Russia's Izyum bridgehead as a pressure point on Ukrainian forces in the Donbas, increasing the likelihood that Russian forces will not fully secure the Donbas region by the end of the year and ensuring continued battles there and across the entire front. Ukraine's offensive in the Kharkiv region is related to its ongoing attacks in Kherson, as together, the two will enable Ukrainian forces to maintain the initiative, making Russian forces reactive and disrupting their ability to launch large-scale offensives. However, Russia continues to hold back powerful reserves, most notably consisting of its 3rd Army Corps, that are likely to be used in an offensive role in the coming months. 
Background: On Sept. 9, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky claimed that Ukrainian forces had taken more than 1,000 square kilometers (about 621 square miles) of territory, a figure likely to grow in the coming days and already nearly twice as large as all of Russia's gains in August. Ukraine's offensive in the Kharkiv region first commenced on Sept. 5. 
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